ST DOMINIC PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of St Dominic Parish Council
held at St Dominick Village Hall on Wednesday 21t May 2025

Present: Councillors: A Cox (Chair), D Fry, ] Wenmoth, S Shannon and D Potter.

In Attendance: Cornwall Cllr Long and 11 members of the public present.

2025

Clir A Cox made the following report;

Goal posts —

5t March 2025 ClIrs Cox and Fry had arranged erection of the goal
posts, with thanks to Cornwall Clir Andrew Long and his
community chest for a contribution towards these and to Clir
Wenmoth for first suggesting the idea.

Pedestrian Gate into Lovells,

The original Idea to lower the hedge on the boundary between
Lovells and the Parish Hall was rejected by the Hall Committee and
also the Parish Council. But we did agree to pursue the idea of a
gate.

The National Trust were happy with a gate and not removing the
hedge. Not a unanimous decision to go ahead but ahead we went.
It was competed in early February and | would say that, on the
whole, it has been a success

Well done to ClIr Greene for her tenacity in this project.

Car parking

It was suggested that we ease the parking by the school and
certainly on match days by providing additional parking
somewhere. The Clerk dutifully started looking for a potential site.
The best option appeared to be at the end of school hill opposite
the allotments. | won’t go into any more much detail as | will
revisit this in the next agenda item, projects for the next financial
year.

Item Action By

No

1 | Apologies. There were apologies from Cornwall Councillor A Long,
Parish Councillors G Wilkins, G Brown and S Brady. J Candy (Parish
Clerk), and Mr K Borlase (Tower Captain), A Bellas (Litterati) and
lan Hunn (St Dom FC) also gave apologies.

2 | Minutes and Matters Arising
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15™ May 2024
which were agreed for accuracy at the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 17" July 2023 were Proposed by ClIr Fry, seconded Clir
Wenmoth, All in Favour. There were no matters arising.

3 Report from the former Chairman of the Parish Council in 2024-




Broadband

The provision (or lack thereof) of full fibre broadband, which I’'m
pleased to say, appears to be making headway due to the actions
of some local residents duly aided by Cllr Andrew Long.

Day to day items

Recreation field The usual on-going maintenance, with new
signage, gate springs, and bench repairs, with thanks to Graham
and Dave (and me) for this.

The ROSPA safety report on the play equipment and field
generally, had no red marks in their written report last year.

Wild flower meadow proposed for the corner of Lovells but I'm
reliably informed wild flowers don’t happen overnight so they may
well be gestating somewhere as we speak.

Footpath by Dillets leading to Peppers Court.

| wrote to Cornwall Council about its poor condition and they
replied “Your enquiry has been logged and has been referred
Countryside Officer.” He reviewed our enquiry in line with the
Councils Service Standards and it was felt that the footpath is
currently meeting those standards. The path will also continue to
be monitored through our regular inspection process.

Planning

On one such application the Clerk was instructed by the Parish
Council to inform Cornwall’s Head of Planning that they were “the
worst set of plans ever seen” and they were “treating the Parish
Council with disdain.” This was the ongoing saga of the land next
to The Meadows for which planning has been turned down in Feb
this year after going to committee at Cornwall Council.

ClIr Cox, Chair, gave an outline of future work

Continued day to day maintenance of assets including the Bus
stop, recreation field inc play equipment. Benches are looking
good but there is always something to be done, so my thanks to all
councillors who take it in turns to do the weekly inspections of the
play equipment and recreation field generally.

Footpaths.

Councillor Wilkins is our footpath specialist and has identified a
number of footpaths that need some attention (styles mainly),
and we have agreed to fund the repair thereof, so there will be
work there.

Dillets - We are not giving up on this one, we will write to then
again in this new financial year and indeed nag our Cornwall
Councillor Andrew Long.




Following a change to rubbish bin procedures and responsibilities
at the school, we are in the process of obtaining a new bin for the
recreation field and arranging its fortnightly emptying.

The car park was going to be big but the Clir Gill Brown’s survey
suggests there is no appetite for it, without parish support little
chance of obtaining funding.

Outside gym equipment

Councillor Fry did a back of an envelope calculation and came up
with a figure of £20k for a reasonable set of equipment, whilst |
think it’s a good suggestion we will need to do a lot more
research: talking to the community, other councils and seeking out
potential sources of funds. What exactly we would buy? And the
issue with anything like this is the maintenance costs going
forward. But | am going to put it on the agenda.

Provision of a Flag Pole —is it to hoist a flag up or to hang a high
tech Christmas tree on?? | think we might be turning to Gill Brown
to get some feedback from residents on real trees v techno trees
and whether there are any youngsters who are prepared to be
lifted to great heights in all weathers to decorate a real tree as it is
felt that some amongst us are getting too old forit. Thisis a
watch this space item.

So, to conclude | like to express my thanks to all Councillors, the
Clerk and our County Councillor for your past and forthcoming
efforts, whether | have picked you by name or not over the last
couple of minutes, | know we all work tirelessly to try and make
the Parish as a good a place as it can possibly be and together |
think that we make a good team.

Reports from Village Groups and Organizations

Represented Groups
1 St Dominic Snooker Club
2 St Dominic Church
3 St Dominic W.I
4 Friends of St Dominic Church
5 Tamar AONB
6 St Dominic Handbell Ringers
7 St Dominic Methodist Chapel
8 St Dominic Parish Hall Committee
9 St Dominic Hobbies Group
10 St Dominic Litterati
11 The National Trust
12 The Autumn Show
13 St Dominic Festivities Group




14 Neighbourhood Watch
15 St Dominick Community Shop
16 St Dominick Bell Ringers

Received Reports can be viewed at the foot of these
Minutes

5 | Public Open Forum
There were no comments from the public after the presentations.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.22pm

SIBNE it Chairman

Copies of all Minutes of Parish Council Meetings can be viewed and downloaded from the
website: www.stdominicpc.org.uk



http://www.stdominicpc.org.uk/

Annual Parish Meeting reports for 21st May 2025

Cornwall Councillor
Councillor Long was unable to attend due to another meeting

Neighbourhood watch report

"Concerns in St. Dominick have mainly been about telephone and e-mail scams this past
year. However we did contact the Police regarding an incident of apparently suspicious
behaviour, but it cannot be reported in detail. There was no subsequent crime involved. We
are grateful to the neighbour who reported this concern to us and we ask residents to be
vigilant and to report concerns to us or in the case of an obvious crime or serious incident to
the Police.

Obviously we are anxious as always to recruit new co-ordinators, not only to keep people in
their immediate neighbourhood informed, but also to be more likely to hear about any
minor theft or concerns that people might not otherwise report. A co-ordinator's job is not
at all onerous. All it requires is maintaining contact with your near neighbours and providing
them with information about any crime concerns in the area.

We were sorry to lose one of our most experienced co-ordinators in Derek Schofield, who
sadly died during the year. Until ill health forced him to resign, Derek was a keen co-
ordinator who served his neighbours well. He will be greatly missed."

Community Shop

Our sales have been at or just under target for this year. The Shop achieved a small surplus at the
end of the trading year. Work has been done to review and implement changes to ensure the Shop
is meeting its statutory responsibilities.

Reductions in wastage will end the year at about 28% lower than the budget allowance thanks to the
diligence of the Shop Manager.

The ‘Big Bites’ products sandwiches are a steady seller, and the supplier has a better appreciation of
the quantities we need to keep wastage at a low level.

The Shop daffodil logo on the front cabin was showing distinct signs of wear and tear. We are very
grateful to Amy Camlin, who originally painted the logo, for offering to do the repair work. Our logo
is now back to its former glory.

We are pleased to announce that, for the first time, the Shop will be awarding grants to support
projects & initiatives that benefit the St Dominick community in our role as a Community Benefit
Society (CBS).

The 2025 AGM will be on Thursday 18th September at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.



Parish Hall
It’s been another successful year for the Parish Hall.

We held our annual pasty and pud event last Autumn which again was a lovely social event with
many villagers attending. A good start to December when the Callington Gospel Singers returned.
This Christmas we will be hosting the Loveny Choir from St.Neot.

Our plant sale once again was a huge success thanks to a very hard working team. Not only
committee members come out to help us with this busy event and | am very grateful for this and so
appreciate everyone’s help.

One committee member has retired and we sadly lost Norma Chapman, a committee member who
has been with us since the Hall was built. We welcomed a new member and there is still room for a
couple more if anyone is interested.

We have for some time been dealing with problems concerning the drains. We bit the bullet and
employed a local firm of contractors who have replaced all the pipes running under the car park.
There was broken pipes under the road and | am still waiting to hear back from South West Water in
the hope they may take some responsibility for this and will recompense us as well.... Time will tell.
Thanks for the community shop for their patience whilst this was ongoing.

As the car park was being dug up it seemed a good time to resurface the majority of it. This has
now been done and huge thanks to The Parish Council for their donation towards the cost of this.

Bookings for the Hall remain steady. With the frequent use of the building we want to keep it in as
good a condition as possible and to that end we held a working party a couple of weeks ago when
volunteers came and we repainted the bottom parts of the walls and parts of the foyer. Again
thank you to those who helped.

We decided to shelf the idea of replacing the hatch doors at the moment as we are unable to source
anything suitable. We continue to research this.

We need to replace the guttering on the left side of the building where it has been damaged. This
will be done soon.

We now have the Inpost lockers to the rear of the Hall and | am reliably informed that these are
being used by many people.

Finally I’d like to thank the Parish Hall committee for all their hard work and support and also the
Parish Council for their support. Thank you

Charmian Saunders, Chair

St Dominica PCC

Churches in the Diocese of Cornwall are in 2 groups of 6 Deaneries each, and St Dominick is
in the East Wivelshire Deanery; this is planned to be subdivided into 3 Benefices. At present
we are in a Benefice with the parishes of Calstock, St Mellion with Pillaton and Landulph, and
it is proposed that we will unite with the Callington Cluster to form the larger Kit Hill Benefice;
however the process is incredibly slow and we are still in the Tamar Valley Benefice. Some
progress was made last year in that Rev Andrew Atkins was installed as Oversight Minister



and Assistant Curate of the 2 groups of Churches, and the Service was held in our Parish
Church.

Regular Services continued throughout the year with a Holy Communion on one Sunday a
month, a Contemporary Celtic Worship on another Sunday and a midweek Holy Communion
most months. Cornish Evening Prayer is also held at Halton Quay on the first Sunday of the
month. Many of us go to other Services in the area if there is not one in St Dominick. We are
most grateful to the retired ministers and worship leaders for continuing to take the majority
of the Services.

Specific Liturgical times of the year were also celebrated, sometimes with our friends in the
Benefice or Methodist Church. Once again donkeys led the Palm Sunday procession through
the village to the Church via the Chapel, while hymns were sung and the liturgy of Easter
reenacted. It was our turn to hold the Carol Service for the united parish Churches of St
Dominick, and the Church was full for Christingle on December 24", Easter was marked with
the ‘Stations of the Cross’ on Good Friday and several of us went up Kit Hill at dawn for the
joyful Churches Together Sunrise Service.

There were several funerals and memorial services in 2024, along with burials and interment
of ashes in the Churchyard. Anyone who lives in the Parish is entitled to be buried or have
their ashes interred in the Parish Graveyard.

We continue to liaise with the village Church of England Primary school, and the staff and
children led services during the year, for harvest, Remembrance, Christmas and Easter, with
input by Rev Andy or a lay minister. It is always lovely having so many young in the Church
together with their families. They also held a service for the children going on to their next
schools or colleges in July

Once again 2 Craft Fairs were held in the Church; these are very popular with locals and those
from further away as there is a variety of locally made goods for sale and the refreshments
served in the adjacent schoolroom are enjoyed by many. Whist being an outlet for crafters
and artisans in the area they are also a vital source of income to help maintain the building
and ministry of the Church. We also raised money for other charities from the Harvest supper
auction and collections during specific services. The Friends of St Dominick Church also had
several events and kindly paid for specific items of expenditure.

In January there was a concert by Will Keating and friends was held in the Church which was
popular and well received; future events are being considered.

We continued to carry out the annual maintenance of the Church and Schoolroom, and 2
areas of ingress of water were solved, thanks to grants from Cornwall Historic Churches and
the Diocesan Ministry Fund as well as our Fabric Fund. We continue to be mindful that both
buildings are listed and correct materials are used in their repair.

The Parochial Church Council, PCC, is responsible for the care and maintenance of the Parish
Graveyard, and we use outside contractors; the cost of this has been covered by a grant from
this Parish Council and donations from some families with loved ones buried in the
Churchyard. Last year the contractor sometimes failed to come as frequently as we would



have liked, and has now given up the job. In We found one local person who has done the job
so far this year, with help from another local man, but it took longer than they bargained for.
Thus we have just employed another contractor for the rest of the season. However we have
realised that the ongoing cost in future for keeping the whole area cut regularly is likely to be
over £3,000 a year compared to under £1,200 in the last 2 years. The PCC will review the
situation in the winter, with the possible idea of leaving some of it ‘wilder’ in future, but are
likely to be having to economise and/ or find additional money.

During the year we continued to hear the bells when there were services in the Church along
with practice sessions and visiting bands of ringers. Owen Borlase, one of the campanologists
is currently President of the Diocesan Guild of Ringers, and our tower is often used to train
new bell ringers.

The number of families coming to the Toddler group on Thursday mornings increased despite
the older children moving on to nursery or school. It is lovely seeing the babies grow and take
advantage of the different areas of the building for play and exploration.

The Church is normally open during the day, from 10am to 4pm, and all are welcome to come
and look round the building, first consecrated in 1259, or to have a bit of peace and time of
prayer. There are quite a few visitors looking to see where their ancestors have been married
or worshipped in any way, also they are looking for the family graves.

The Church is ‘not a building’ but the people, and we extend our appreciation and thanks to
all those volunteers involved in any way to the life of the Church, so that we can continue to
be here for the people of the Parish.

Claire Lee

St Dominick Autumn Show

Last years Autumn Show had been a great success so the event will be going ahead in
September, get growing and watch the St Dominic Newsletter for details of the classes.

Shona Owen

St Dominick Litterati
Mr A Bellas had sent apologies, he was thanked by the Chair for all his work keeping the
Parish litter free.

The WI

At present there are 36 members of St.Dominick WI. Over the past year we have had a number of
talks, visits walks and social events. Our talks have included; Myths and legends of Bodmin Moor.
The history of Hale,Death in Venice which not only outlined its history but dealt with the problems of
increasing water levels in the lagoon.The story of Richard Edgcumbe of Cotehele and how he fought
for Henry Tudor at the Battle of Bosworth and became a courtier at the court of the victor Henry



7th. A visit to Haye Farm St. Dominick to hear how they farm organically. Our November meeting
saw us making beautiful decorations ready for Christmas led by our President Mandy and our
December meeting was a Buffet meal for all our members organised by the committee and led by
Sharon. The new year started with a talk by Dr Chris Smart on the Calstock Roman Dig. As we had as
a group been shown the site at Calstock and handled some of the artefacts it was thought we would
like to hear more and made our usual meeting an open one for the whole village. Our next meeting
was the Voyage of the Mayflower, many interesting facts emerged including a list of famous
Americans who descended from the early settlers, including our own Winston Churchill whose
mother of course was American. One very moving talk was about the Mercy Ships who do wonderful
work around the coasts of Africa operating on and treating those who would otherwise have no
access to healthcare. A collection was taken and £200 donated on the night. Devon and Cornwall
Police came to give us advice with their Cyber Awareness evening, again an open meeting for the
village as a whole. Our visits have included a trip to the Box museum at Plymouth. Another farm visit
to Deer Park Farm Callington. An evening performance of The Beast at Sterts theatre. Factory tour of
Darlington glass at Torrington. Each month we have a planned walk which is organised by a
committee member usually finishing very near to somewhere that serves coffee and cake! We have
just reached our 79th birthday and are looking forward to March 2026 when we will be celebrating
our 80 years as a Wl in style.

Festivities Group

2024 saw the Festivities Group continue their annual events that remain free to the Parish. Namely
the big Christmas Lights switch on which was on November 30th this year. We tried a new format of
everything being done inside the Hall including the popular new addition of Dreckly Drummers, a
talented showcase for some young drummers taught by our local drumming teacher Simon

Stevens. The drumming was very well received although comments did suggest that it was a very
loud event. We will be discussing this further before the 2025 switch on Saturday 29th

November. The school choir came up trumps again with their lovely signing which was a huge
contrast to Dreckly Drummers.

The tree looked magnificent and was again huge, with thanks to Jeff Roberts and Willis Gregg for
making this happen and a big thank you to the Parish Council who have now undertaken to sponsor
the tree upon annually receiving of a grant form.

Fundraising continued this year with the very very popular Wurlitza which has become a bit of a
Parish Institution and long may that continue.

The Easter Egg hunt this year was fun, with the rain stopping and Hunns Poultry sponsoring the eggs,
all 720 of them and Matt from Moon Free donating some eggs to make sure all children in the Parish
had something. The Rev Tim Wilkinson judged the Easter bonnet competition amongst the throng of
people, free cake and coffee. A really really lovely morning.

Anyone with any ideas of comments please feel free to speak to me at any time.

Friends of St Dominica

The Friends support the church by raising funds through events in the village to help
maintain the fabric of the building and by funding requests from the P.C.C such as paying for
oil to heat the church.



Our fund raising events over the past year have been very well supported. The Cream Tea at
Beech Haven on a beautiful Sunday afternoon was attended by a record number of visitors.
A flower arranging demonstration by Mandy Nicholson was a huge success on one of the
worst days for weather with extremely high winds and rain, only 5 ticket holders failed to
arrive but a wonderful afternoon with fabulous arrangements (later raffled) and
refreshments was enjoyed by all. Another social event was the yearly Coffee

Morning to raise funds for a donation to the CHCT The Cornish Historic Churches Trust who
over the years have made considerable donations to building work on the church. Last
weekend Kay and Jessop Price opened their garden at Halton Quay. Again blessed with good
weather and in beautiful surroundings more than 90 people enjoyed a cream tea at the end
of their garden tour. Another good fund raiser for the church but also a great social event
for the village.

This year we have been able to pay for a large repair to the heating boiler in the church.
Made our donation to the CHCT. Provided books for the St. Dominick school leavers (our
yearly gift) which gives advice on the transition from their Primary school to their new
Secondary one. The purchase of a new water heater for the Schoolroom toilet. The Friends
are also responsible for the distribution of the monthly Parish News which is delivered to
380 houses in the village, with copies also left in the Community shop and the church.

Update from the Tamar Valley NL & Tamara Landscape Partnership

Overview - It's been another success year of delivery for the National Landscape, with in excess of
£1.3m spent on Nature restoration, historic barn restoration, pathways, new signage, benches, new
ferry pontoons and protection of our 17 Special Species across the Tamar Valley. Funding from Defra
is channelled into important projects each year, for more information check out our website, follow
our social media or visit the Tamar Valley Centre between 10am and 4pm on a Tuesday.

- Signage — Project Officer Jane Hart supported the update of the St Dominica Heritage Trail
interpretation boards at St Dominic Church car park, Halton Quay and the accompanying
PDF leaflet. Working in Partnership with original board committee lead Carolyn Wilkins and
with the approval of the Parish Council. This also included repairs to the Parish Council
notice board to make water-tight for the new board/other notices

- Funding - Defra has supported our work with more Access for All funds and Farming in
Protected Landscape funds this year, as well as capital funds to deliver sustainability or 30
by 30 goals for Nature restoration.

- Tamar Valley Centre - is a community space and we call it our NatureHub. It's available for
bookings, including hotdesking and meeting spaces with excellent wifi and free parking. For
more information check out our website or contact: holly.roberts@cornwall.gov.uk

- Next 5 year Management Plan for the TVNL -Tamar Valley National Landscape Partnership
is continuing to create the next 5 year management plan for the area, for 2025-2030. Acting
on the feedback from our two public consultations during July, September and October, we
are currently revising the plan. We aim to have it adopted by the five local authorities -
Cornwall, Devon, West Devon, South Hams and Plymouth - during the autumn. For further
information please check our website at Public Consultation - Tamar Valley National
Landscape Tamar Valley National Landscape



mailto:holly.roberts@cornwall.gov.uk
https://www.tamarvalley-nl.org.uk/our-work/management-plans/no6-2025-2030/public-consultation/
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Tamara Landscape Partnership — Tamara LP has entered it’s final year, with project closing in
summer 2026.

- The launch of the Calstock pedestrian ferry is imminent with a new skipper in place. Will be
running a passenger service between both banks (C2C) and to Cotehele (once the National
Trust has agreed re the landing). Other routes are planned plus private hirings.

- Community engagement - We’re encouraging all PCs across the Tamar Valley to do more for
Nature in their community spaces and to promote to their communities within their own
homes. Road shows over coming months. Our intern Ginette Sutherland, visited St Dominic
in November — meeting Gillian Brown to advise, provide information, and signpost to
funding available to help make their spaces as welcoming to Nature as possible.

- River event at Cotehele in summer

- For more information on Tamara LP, please see the website at - TAMIAARA LANDSCAPE
PARTNERSHIP

Valerie Darwall
Tamar Valley National Landscape
Project Officer

Methodist Chapel

Membership is decreasing so a new Circuit of nearly 20 Churches including Saltash has been
formed, with Rev Tim Wilkinson recently appointed as Minister.

Events to take place include coffee mornings, Table Top sale and a Concert with the Gospel
Chaoir.

Many services are taking place jointly with the Church of England.

Please support us, if you don’t use it you will lose it.


https://tamaralandscapepartnership.org.uk/
https://tamaralandscapepartnership.org.uk/

APM 21st May’25 HOBBIES GROUP

Our first meeting was Tues 8” Oct’09 when 9 people turned up to
see what was what. We decided to have two meetings per month
cost £1.00 per session - money upfront -whether you attended or
not

The next meeting was attended by 6 more people and then the
following meeting by 3 more and eventually we were a 25 strong

group.

Numbers have stayed around the 20 mark so pretty good,which
means enough funds are generated for our Christmas Meal on site
without any more cash required’cause we now charge £10.00 for 5
weeks ,money up front and again no refunds if you don’t turn up.

Quite recently, some members wondered if every week would suit
but eventually it was decided every other Tuesday would probably
be best ‘cause ,if somebody new turned up we should be seen to
be doing what the title of our group stands for, and possibly ,if
every week, it could be some of us having nothing to do other than

yap.

So there tiz. We would love to see anybody who feels they would
like to join us. The dates are in the Parish News.



TOWER CAPTAINS REPORT 2025

Service ringing continues with help from other tower members.

There have been several special ringing events throughout the year with 5 call change
peals and 4 Quarter peals. Some of note were as follows -

Rung in memory of John Body of Callington.
To mark the 80* birthday of Brian Jones.
The Eastern District members’ tribute to Norman Mattingley on the day of his funeral.

To mark the installation of Rev. Andy Atkins as Priest in Charge of the Callington Cluster
and Assistant Curate of the Tamar Valley Benefice.

To mark the birthday of band member Hilary Dawis.

Part of the national “Ring out for Peace” event to commemorate the anniversary of the
D-Day landings.

Rung in memory of Ruth Reeves from the Northern District.

Our previous “learners” have now progressed to the improvers stage with many of them
ringing for services. Our practice nights now see 10 or 11 ringers on a regular basis.

Remedial works were carried out to the tower roof to prevent water penetration. The
Taylors annual inspection found no problems with the installation.

Kevan Borlase — Tower Captain




Victory (Snooker) Hall

Over the last few years we have made the following improvements.

Inner and outer door replace

60% of the floor joist replaced because of rot

New carpet

Replaced rotten wood around walls.

Slate hung front of building

New kitchen in back room

Remembrance wall for passed players

Heated tables

Best club in Cornwall

We also do a quarterly newsletter which is sent out to all members.

Currently working on a honours board by Jag signs to list the clubs massive success in the
last 25years.

This years results
St Dominick A won Liskeard Premier League and Liskeard Knockout Club
Highest Break Tony Farrant 86

Liskeard League Singles Winner
Tony Farrant

Liskeard League Doubles Winners
Tony Farrant and Martin Pitcher

Liskeard League Over 50s winner Tony Farrant
County Team Champions St Dominick
Can anyone here name another club or organisation that has had so much success?

Currently have 55 members of all abilities and get a regular training session from Darran
Locke who hosts a snooker you tube channel called a break from life.

Cost of joining is £35 annually with Father's Day coming up may be the ideal gift.
Have some female members but really would like to encourage younger members.



